WWILLIAMTOWN AFB - Austra
lia' sfirst sur facewaveradar will
moni tor theap proachesto Torres
Srait. Thisgap intheair and
sea-control net workwill be
plugged by the bi polar SWRon the
TorresStraitislands, monitor ing
mainly the ap proachesto the west
of thestrategic chokepoint.

TheSWRisunder devel op ment
by Daronmont Technol ogiesof
Adelaide. It was author ised inthe
federal budget as a joint De-
fence-Customs installation.

Intel li gencefromtheradar,
which may have a range of up to
300kminto Gulf of Carpentaria
and asfar asthe west ern Arafura
Sea, will go through to the joint
sur veil lancecentrenear Adelaide,
which also tasks JORN and de liv
ersitsintel li gence.

SWR st to guard Torres Strait

Apartfrombeingacriti cal air
andnaval focus, becausesea traffic
fromEuropeand Asarounding the
northof Australiamust pass
through the nar row strait, it isalso
apotential danger pointinbor der
defencesagainst drugsandil legal
immigrants.

Illegal fishing has also taken
placeinthearea, whichisasignifi-
cant food source for the Pap uan
and TorresStrait population.

Torres Srait and Cape York are
at the east ern edge of JORN' s cov-
er ageof thenorth ern seg ment of
Australianair and sea ap proaches.

The new SWR will also keep an
eye on the ap proachesto Weipa
and also the strate gic Scherger air
base near Cape York.

Theway sur veil lance and cor
trol assetshavebeendevel oped
toextendAustraliansover eignty
over northernAustralianair-
spacebecameap par entwitha
briefing last week at Williamtown
Air Base, wherethe Sur veil lance
and Control Groupisbuilding up
un der the command of Air Comt
modoreDavid Pietsch.

Williamtown will be hometo
thefutureAir borneEarly Warn
ingand Command squadron
when the Wedgetail B-737s come
intoser vice.

The group also commandsthe
ADF’sair trafficand mi crowave
radar assets, whicharealso be
ing replaced and brought upto a
higher standard.




