
Rus sia plans
smaller subs
VLADIVOSTOK – Rus sia will
build smaller nu clear sub ma rines in
the fu ture, in stead of boats with ves -
sels with a dis place ment of tens of
thou sands of tons, such as the
ill-fated Kursk .

“We shall not build subs sim i lar
to the Kursk any more. The max i -
mum dis place ment for ves sels be -
long ing to the sub ma rine fleet
should be 12,000 tons,” Ad mi ral
Vladi mir Kuroyedov said.

The Kursk had a dis place ment of
24,000 tons.

Towed sub sinks
in Barents
MOSCOW – A Rus sian nu clear
sub ma rine with a skel e ton crew of
10 is re ported sunk in the Barents
Sea. The re ports say two have died,
one was res cued and the sub ma -
rine’s nu clear re ac tor was closed
down when the boat sunk while un -
der tow.

There were no weap ons on board
the dead ship.
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WILLIAMTOWN AFB – Aus tra -
lia’s first sur face wave ra dar will
mon i tor the ap proaches to Torres
Strait. This gap in the air and
sea-control net work will be
plugged by the bi po lar SWR on the
Torres Strait is lands, mon i tor ing
mainly the ap proaches to the west
of the stra te gic choke point.

The SWR is un der de vel op ment
by Daronmont Tech nol ogies of
Adelaide. It was author ised in the
fed eral bud get as a joint De -
fence-Customs in stal la tion.

In tel li gence from the ra dar,
which may have a range of up to
300km into Gulf of Carpentaria
and as far as the west ern Arafura
Sea, will go through to the joint
sur veil lance cen tre near Adelaide,
which also tasks JORN and de liv -
ers its in tel li gence.

Apart from be ing a crit i cal air
and na val fo cus, be cause sea traf fic 
from Eu rope and Asia round ing the
north of Aus tra lia must pass
through the nar row strait, it is also
a po ten tial dan ger point in bor der
defences against drugs and il le gal
im mi grants.

Il le gal fish ing has also taken
place in the area, which is a sig nif i -
cant food source for the Pap uan
and Torres Strait pop u la tion.

Torres Strait and Cape York are
at the east ern edge of JORN’s cov -
er age of the north ern seg ment of
Aus tra lian air and sea ap proaches.

The new SWR will also keep an
eye on the ap proaches to Weipa
and also the stra te gic Scherger air
base near Cape York.

The way sur veil lance and con -
trol as sets have been de vel oped
to ex tend Aus tra lian sov er eignty
over north ern Aus tra lian air -
space be came ap par ent with a
brief ing last week at William town 
Air Base, where the Sur veil lance
and Con trol Group is build ing up 
un der the com mand of Air Com -
mo dore Da vid Pietsch.

William town will be home to
the fu ture Air borne Early Warn -
ing and Com mand squad ron
when the Wedgetail B-737s come
into ser vice.

The group also com mands the
ADF’s air traf fic and mi cro wave
ra dar as sets, which are also be -
ing re placed and brought up to a
higher stan dard.

  SWR set to guard Torres Strait

Navy takes
charge of cap ture
CANBERRA – A Royal Aus tra -
lian Navy se cu rity party is on its
way to South Af rica to as sist with
the re turn of the sus pected il le gal
fish ing ves sel, Viarsa 1.

The rogue fish ing boat, un der
Uru guayan reg is try but sus pected of 
be ing Span ish-owned, was suc cess -
fully ap pre hended by a com bined
Aus tra lian/South Af ri can board ing
party in the South At lan tic Ocean
this week.

De fence Min is ter Rob ert Hill
said 27 sailors are fly ing to South
Af rica be fore steam ing out to board
the fish ing boat and re lieve Aus tra -
lian Cus toms and Fish eries of fi cers.

The ex hausted crew have been
in volved in a 21-day pur suit of the
ves sel through rough seas and bad
weather.

Hill said that the Navy se cu rity
party will re turn the ves sel to Fre -
man tle. The jour ney is ex pected to
take sev eral weeks.

The fish ing boat was caught al -
most 2000 nau ti cal miles south west
of Cape Town, South Af rica, on Au -
gust 28 fol low ing a rig or ous pur suit

by the Aus tra lian Cus toms and
Fish eries Pa trol Ves sel South ern
Sup porter , across the South ern
Ocean and into the South At lan tic
Ocean.

The ves sel was sus pected of il le -
gally fish ing in Aus tra lian wa ters
around Heard and Mc Don ald Is -
lands.

Jus tice and Cus toms Min is ter
Chris Ellison said that as part of a
whole-of-government op er a tion,
Cus toms, AFMA, and the crew of 
South ern Sup porter have done a ex -
cep tional job pur su ing and ap pre -
hend ing the Viasa I. 

The 21-day chase covered 3,900
nau ti cal mile – the lon gest in Aus -
tra lia's m ar i time his tory – through
some of the most in hos pi ta ble seas

.Fish eries Min is ter Ian Mac don -
ald said this op er a tion dem on strated 
the com mon re solve of Aus tra lia,
South Af rica and the United King -
dom to pro tect the South ern Ocean
from il le gal fish ing.

Pi rate fish ing threat ens the sov -
er eign rights of both our na tions and 
the sustainability of South ern
Ocean fish er ies re sources.

At main is sue is a sus pected
cargo of il le gal toothfish aboard the
cap tured ves sel.


